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any), and the information which is par-
ticularly solicited from the public. The
agency should consider allowing a
question and answer period. Procedures
shall not unduly inhibit free expression
of views (for example, by onerous writ-
ten statement requirements or quali-
fication of witnesses beyond minimum
identification).

(f) Record. The agency holding the
hearing shall prepare a transcript, re-
cording or other complete record of
public hearing proceedings and make it
available at no more than cost to any-
one who requests it. A copy of the
record shall be available for public re-
view.

§25.6 Public meetings.

Public meetings are any assemblies
or gathering, (such as conferences, in-
formational sessions, seminars, work-
shops, or other activities) which the re-
sponsible agency intends to be open to
anyone wishing to attend. Public meet-
ings are less formal than public hear-
ings. They do not require formal pres-
entations, scheduling of presentations
and a record of proceedings. The re-
quirements of §25.5 (b) and (c) are ap-
plicable to public meetings, except
that the agency holding the meeting
may reduce the notice to not less than
30 days if there is good reason that
longer notice cannot be provided.

§25.7 Advisory groups.

(a) Applicability. The requirements of
this section on advisory groups shall be
met whenever provisions of this chap-
ter require use of an advisory group by
State, interstate, or substate agencies
involved in activities supported by
EPA financial assistance under any of
the three Acts.

(b) Role. Primary responsibility for
decision-making in environmental pro-
grams is vested by law in the elected
and appointed officials who serve on
public bodies and agencies at various
levels of government. However, all seg-
ments of the public must have the op-
portunity to participate in environ-
mental quality planning. Accordingly,
where EPA identifies a need for contin-
ued attention of an informed core
group of citizens in relation to activi-
ties conducted with EPA financial as-
sistance, program regulations else-
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where in this chapter will require an
advisory group to be appointed by the
financially assisted agency. Such advi-
sory groups will not be the sole mecha-
nism for public participation, but will
complement other mechanisms. They
are intended to assist elected or ap-
pointed officials with final decision-
making responsibility by making rec-
ommendations to such officials on im-
portant issues. In addition, advisory
groups should foster a constructive
interchange among the various inter-
ests present on the group and enhance
the prospect of community acceptance
of agency action.

(c) Membership. (1) The agency receiv-
ing financial assistance shall assure
that the advisory group reflects a bal-
ance of interests in the affected area.
In order to meet this requirement, the
assisted agency shall take positive ac-
tion, in accordance with paragraph
(c)(3) of this section, to establish an ad-
visory group which consists of substan-
tially equivalent proportions of the fol-
lowing four groups:

(i) Private citizens. No person may be
included in this portion of the advisory
group who is likely to incur a financial
gain or loss greater than that of an av-
erage homeowner, taxpayer or con-
sumer as a result of any action likely
to be taken by the assisted agency.

(ii) Representatives of public interest
groups. A “public interest group” is an
organization which reflects a general
civic, social, recreational, environ-
mental or public health perspective in
the area and which does not directly
reflect the economic interests of its
membership.

(iii) Public officials.

(iv) Citizens or representatives of or-
ganizations with substantial economic
interests in the plan or project.

(2) Generally, where the activity has
a particular geographic focus, the advi-
sory group shall be made up of persons
who are residents of that geographic
area.

(3) In order to meet the advisory
group membership requirements of
paragraph (c)(1) of this section, the as-
sisted agency shall:

(i) Identify public interest groups,
economic interests, and public officials
who are interested in or affected by the
assisted activity.
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